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Collection of the State Papers of John Thurloe, 7 vols., 1742, contains
the official correspondence of the secretary of the council of
state and afterwards of the two protectors. It is undoubtedly
the chief authority for the protectorate. The four volumes of
The Clarke Papers, ed. C. H. Firth, 1891-1901, arc invaluable
for all that appertains to the army, 1647-60. A Calendar of
State Papers, Domestic Series, covers the whole period, in about
40 volumes; the portion devoted to the reign of James I is too
brief to be very useful, but the later volumes have much material
of value. The Calendar of State Papers and Manuscripts Relating to
English Affairs Existing in the Archives and Collections of Venice,
vols. x-xxxii, edited first by H. F. Brown and then A. B. Hind,
varies greatly in value according as the Venetian representative
was acute or obtuse. As English relations with Venice during
this period were never of primary importance, and often of
very little importance, the Calendar is mainly serviceable for
English domestic affairs, and often has information about Roman
catholics that is not to be found elsewhere. After 1640, pam-
phlets issued from the press in a profusion hitherto quite un-
known, and many of them are well worth reading. Broadly
speaking, they are more useful as a help to creating atmosphere
than as store-houses of facts. In numerous instances they are
of great value for social and economic history as well as political.
The catalogue of the Thomason collection, already mentioned,
is a most serviceable guide. Two good collections have been
printed: Somers Tracts, 13 vols., 1809-15; and the Harleian Mis-
cellany, 12 vols,,, 1808-11, or 10 vols*, 1808-13. For the latter
there is the Contents of the Harleian Miscellany, with an Index, 1885,
For both collections there are lists of contents in the Catalogue
of the London Library, 1903.
Biographies, autobiographies, memoirs, and letters are nu-
merous. For the reign, of James I the collected works, life, and
letters of Francis Bacon, by J* Spcdding, R, L. Ellis, and D. D.
Heath, 14 vols., 1857-74, stands first* For current news The
Court and Times of James /, ed* R, F. Williams, 2 vols., 1848, has
many newsletters, as has The Court and Times of Charles /, a
similar work. The gossip, some of it rather unsavoury, about
the court is in the Secret History of the Court of James /, ed. Sir
Walter Scott, 2 vols,, x8u.
There are many diaries and lives, both of parliamentarians
and of royalists. Sir Philip Warwick, Memoirs of the Reign of